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biography

CLEBER FRANCISCO ALVES is a Public Defender (since 1994) with the Rio de Janeiro´s State Public 
Defenders and works representing poor litigants specifcally in civil cases (he does not act in criminal 
cases) before the Court of Appeal of the State of Rio de Janeiro, in Brazil. He is also currently a Professor 
at Universidade Federal Fluminense, and a researcher at its PhD and Master´s Program in “Sociology and 
Law”.  He served as Dean of the Law Faculty at the Universidade Católica de Petrópolis (1999-2002), 
where he has also been coordinator of the Master´s Program in “Human Rights, Procedural Law and 
Access to Justice” (2011-2013). He received his PhD in Law (2005) from Pontificia Universidade Católica 
do Rio de Janeiro: the doctoral thesis is a comparative study about “Legal Aid in the United States, in 
France and in Brazil”. He was a Visiting Fellow at the University of Baltimore, USA (2003), at the Univer-
sité de Montpellier, France (2004), and at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies of the University of 
London (2014). He has been a member of the International Legal Aid Group since 2005.

publication

▪ Defensoria Pública no século XXI: Novos Horizontes e Desafios – Public Defenders Services in the 
XXI Century: New Horizons and Chalenges ” (Lumen Juris, 2023 – 3rd edition) (with Pedro 
González) 

▪ Meeting Immediate Legal Needs Via the Brazilian Public Defender’s Office: an Exemplary Case”. In: 
SILVA, Vinicius Alves Barreto da. (Org.). Access to Justice in the Americas = Accès à la Justice dans 
les Amériques = Acceso a la Justicia en las Americas = Acesso à Justiça nas Américas. 1ed.Rio de 
Janeiro: Fórum Justiça, 2021, v. , p. 84-102. Available at: https://accesstojusticeamericas.org/articles/is-
sue-01/3-meeting-immediate-legal-needs-via-the-brazilian-public-defenders-office-an-exemplary-case/

▪ The nature of Legal Aid Rights: civil or social/welfare right? Possible implications under the ratchet 
effect doctrine” (Lex Humana Law Review, v. 12, n. 2, 2020) Available at: https://seer.ucp.br/-
seer/index.php/LexHumana/article/view/2012/896

▪ Using Class Actions in Brazil to Protect the Homeless” (Confluências Interdisciplinary Review of 
Sociology and Law, v. 21, n. 1, 2019). Available at: https://periodicos.uff.br/confluencias/arti-
cle/view/34581/19985

▪ ブラジルにおける司法アクセス ブラジルの法律扶助モデル - ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN BRAZIL THE 
BRAZILIAN LEGAL AID MODEL. (Jiyu to Seigi, v. 68, p. 61-67, 2017, Japan) (with Diogo Esteves and 
Tomoki Ikenaga)


